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ANZAC CENTENARY COMMEMORATIONS — BUNBURY 10TH LIGHT HORSE TROOP 

Statement by Member for Maylands 

MS L.L. BAKER (Maylands) [12.54 pm]: I want to talk about an article titled “The Light Horse and the 
Giants”, by Harry Ball, the Western Australian representative of the Australian Light Horse Association. 
The Bunbury 10th Light Horse Troop was contacted by the Perth International Arts Festival three weeks before 
The Giants event and invited to be part of the ANZAC component of The Giants on Sunday, 15 February. 
The story of The Giants is based on a Western Australian girl who sent messages to troops bound for Gallipoli. 
During The Giants event, the Light Horse troops proved their mettle as they paraded as a trooper carried the 
Eternal Flame, all in an extremely crowded atmosphere. They were a very visual reminder to the 
500 000 spectators of the role of the Light Horse in World War I. The horses were not kept penned and away 
from the crowd but offered a nominal involvement, for safety reasons, as was the case in the Albany centenary of 
ANZAC commemoration troop march on 1 November 2014. During the parade the troop had to form a single 
file to fit through the crowd. It was clear from the comments, the handshaking with the riders and the patting of 
the horses that the community has a love of horses and the Light Horse tradition. The parade was an exciting day 
for all the mounted troopers. It shows us how well-trained horses and riders can be included in parades. After 
horses across Australia were included in Anzac parades on 1 November and the WA Light Horse paraded at 
The Giants, it is difficult to follow the reasoning behind the flawed decision to keep them out of Albany. 
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